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The (new) Natura 2000 
biogeographical process

Working together in Natura 2000
to

enhance effective and coherent 
implementation, management, 

monitoring, financing and reporting
of the Natura 2000 network



• A voluntary process launched in 2011
(2012 = 1st ATL seminar)

• Designed to support the EU Member States
in the implementation of Natura 2000
which it takes as a network of protected areas 
and a network of people

• Basically organised among MS
sharing a biogeographical region context

• Aims to identify and to enhance co-ordinated and 
collaborative approaches and to build capacity

• Strongly dependant on an active involvement
of MS and stakeholders/NGOs



How does it relate to
the overaching strategies ?

A contribution to the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020:

Target 1: Protect species and habitats

Action 1: Complete the Natura 2000 network and ensure 
its good management.



How does it relate to
the overaching strategies ?

An integral part of the 2017-2019 Nature Action Plan:

Priority B: Building political ownership and 
strengthening compliance

Action 6: Bring together public authorities and
stakeholders from different Member States at the
biogeographical region level to address common
challenges, including on cross-border issues.



Action 6: Bring together public authorities and
stakeholders from different Member States at the
biogeographical region level to address common
challenges, including on cross-border issues.

The Natura 2000 biogeographical process
is a stakeholders' co-operation process

• It is refocused,
• Follows agreed roadmaps,
• Develops through seminars and thematic events,
• Benefits from communication support.



The Process is refocused to:
• improve coherence in evaluating conservation 

status of protected habitats and species and
setting conservation objectives and priorities at 
biogeographical level

• identify and promote best practices in 
conservation management approaches to deliver 
conservation results at biogeographical level;

• strengthen cooperation and sharing of 
experience on common challenges and opportunities, 
such as communication and stakeholder 
involvement, multiple benefits of the Natura 2000 
network and cross-border issues.



The Process develops
through seminars and thematic events

Networking through:

• 2nd round of seminars completed let alone in the 
Macaronesian region,
this year we started a 3rd round of seminars.

• Ongoing cooperation activities
and networking programme.



Seminars

Roadmaps

Networking events
and opportunities for cooperation



Natura 2000 biogeographical seminars
= milestone events in an ongoing process

Discussions, exchange of knowledge, networking
• in work groups, field visits and plenary, 

• at the knowledge market.

 Second marine Natura 2000 seminar, 13-15/11/2018

2nd round of seminars completed (let alone for MAC)

A 3rd round of seminars started in 2019.
 Ongoing cooperation activities, networking programme



Natura 2000 biogeographical seminars
= milestone events in an ongoing process

Discussions, exchange of knowledge, networking
• in work groups, field visits and plenary, 

• at the knowledge market.

 Definition of possible cooperative actions

then collated into roadmaps for cooperative action 
(one biogeographical region, living documents)

which guide us in organising joint work.



Roadmap for knowledge exchange and networking
in the marine regions

Setting conservation objectives
Setting favourable conservation values
Developing conservation measures

Example from part on “Developing conservation measures”, 
sub theme “Integrated planning and stakeholder involvement”



MPA MANET

MARINE NATURA 2000 ROADMAP



Cooperating at biogeo. level: what for?

• To exchange experiences, case studies, best practices 
• To develop new management insights (cross-border)
• To collect information on threats and conservation 

needs for species and habitats 
• To develop stakeholders' cooperation frameworks, 

networks of specialists and site managers, etc. 
• To better integrate socio-economic objectives into 

Natura 2000 management
• To identify common objectives, priorities and 

management actions and join resources to tackle 
them.



Follow-ups: implementing the roadmap
Deliver the work of common interest identified during 
the seminars (or through ongoing networking).

A challenge: identifying leading persons…

… and ressources.



Follow-ups: implementing the roadmap
Deliver the work of common interest identified during
the seminars (or through ongoing networking).

A challenge: identifying leading persons…

… and ressources.

 Specific ressources under an EC support contract
• Promotion of the related events or activities



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/platform/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/seminars_en.htm

Dedicated
europa.eu
webpages

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/seminars_en.htm


Follow-ups: implementing the roadmap
Deliver the work of common interest identified during
the seminars (or through ongoing networking).

A challenge: identifying leading persons…

… and ressources.

 Specific ressources under an EC support contract
• Promotion of the related events or activities
• Technical assistance for ~8 events/year in the EU:

1. assistance to organisers and chairs (agendas, facilitation…) 
2. help the host with the venue, catering, transport
3. cover the travel costs of some participants



Follow-ups: implementing the roadmap
Deliver the work of common interest identified during
the seminars (or through ongoing networking).

A challenge: identifying leading persons…

… and ressources.

 Specific ressources under an EC support contract
• MPA MANET (Vaasa, FI, Sept. 2019)
• ICES knowledge market (Gothenburg, SE, Sept. 2019)
• Anchors away! (Athens, GR, Nov. 2019)
• Projects: Harbour porpoise (NL, tbc)
• Call for proposals



Follow-ups: implementing the roadmap
Deliver the work of common interest identified during
the seminars (or through ongoing networking).

A challenge: identifying leading persons…

… and ressources.

Specific ressources under an EC support contract

Peer to peer exchanges

 Integration of the implementation of the roadmaps in:
• LIFE projects (why not in particular the future SNAPs)
• Interreg projects



https://op.europa.eu/en/publication
-detail/-/publication/bfb3c105-

29c7-11e9-8d04-
01aa75ed71a1/language-

en/format-PDF/source-86198215

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/bfb3c105-29c7-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-86198215


Context:
The Natura 2000 network
and the implementation
of the Nature Directives



From Fitness Check to Action Plan

Conclusions of Fitness Check in 2016:
• The Nature Directives are fit for purpose
• Although substantial improvements in 

implementation are needed to ensure that they 
deliver their full potential.



From Fitness Check to Action Plan
Conclusions of Fitness Check in 2016:
• The Nature Directives are fit for purpose
• Although substantial improvements in 

implementation are needed to ensure that they 
deliver their full potential.

On 24 April 2017, the EC adopted a comprehensive 
Action Plan for nature, people and the economy:
• Timeframe 2017-2019 
• http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_

check/action_plan/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm


The objectives of the Action Plan

1.To realise the full potential of the Nature 
Directives to achieve healthy ecosystems, for 
the benefit of people, nature and the economy

2.To boost their contribution towards reaching the 
EU's biodiversity targets for 2020 

3.To improve the Nature Directives' coherence 
with broader socio-economic objectives 



Preliminary figures from the 2013-2018 
reporting under the Nature Directives

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/state-
of-nature-in-the-eu/article-17-national-summaries#

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/biodiversity/state-of-nature-in-the-eu/article-17-national-summaries


 Overall assessment of conservation status (LV) - DRAFT







 Habitats: CS and trend (categories - MBAL region) - DRAFT



 Species: CS and trend (categories - MBAL region) - DRAFT





The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan
A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 

better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/guidance_en.htm

Updating and further 
developing EU 
guidance on the 
implementation of 
the Nature Directives

Upcoming
Strict 

protection 
of species 
under HD 
Art12 etc.

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/guidance_en.htm


Commission note on de-designation of 
(part of) Natura 2000 sites

• Conditions and justifications for the partial or 
complete de-designation of Natura 2000 sites 

• CJEU rulings clarifying the conditions for changes 
in the boundaries (not the same discretion for MS 
than at the time of designation)

• Reasons for de-designation: scientific error, 
natural developments, consequence of an 
application of Art.6(4) HD

• Conditions: areas with no substantial interest in 
achieving the Directives’ objectives at national 
and EU levels.



Coming soon:
• Non prescriptive, support to 

MS and stakeholders to 
effective adherence to Nature 
Directives: key 
recommendations relating to 
the most suitable data types 
and sensitivity analysis.

• Information necessary to develop robust wildlife 
sensitivity mapping approaches for renewable 
energy (wind on shore & off-shore, solar, ocean).

• Key wildlife attributes, including all species and 
habitats protected by the Nature Directives 
(emphasis on birds, bats and marine mammals).



The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan

A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 
better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives

B. Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance





The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan

A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 
better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives

B. Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance
Action 6: Bring together public authorities and 
stakeholders from different Member States at the 
biogeographical region level to address common 
challenges, including on cross-border issues.
=The Natura 2000 biogeographical process



The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan

A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 
better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives

B. Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance

C. Strengthening investment in Natura 2000 and 
improving synergies with EU funding instruments



The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan

A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 
better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives

B. Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance

C. Strengthening investment in Natura 2000 and 
improving synergies with EU funding instruments

Prioritised Action Frameworks (PAFs):
- for MS to identify their N2000 funding needs and priorities;
- to better target all sources of EU financing under the 

Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF).



The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan

A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 
better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives

B. Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance

C. Strengthening investment in Natura 2000 and 
improving synergies with EU funding instruments

D. Better communication and outreach, engaging 
citizens, stakeholders and communities



The 4 priority areas of the Action Plan

A. Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring 
better coherence with broader socio-economic 
objectives

B. Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance

C. Strengthening investment in Natura 2000 and 
improving synergies with EU funding instruments

D. Better communication and outreach, engaging 
citizens, stakeholders and communities

21 May = Natura 2000 day, EU solidarity corps (+ Awards go on)



Thank you!

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm
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